[image: image1.wmf] 

 

 



LONDON SCHOOL OF OSTEOPATHY 


Application to enter the 3 year LSO BOst/MOst pathway

This pathway is restricted to individuals having a professional qualification and experience in a relevant health care discipline such as physiotherapy or medicine

Please read guidance notes (at end) prior to completing this form

1. Personal details

	Title (Mr,Mrs,Ms,Miss)
	
	Family name
	

	Given name(s) in full
	
	
	

	Date of birth
	
	Nationality
	

	Postal address
	
	
	

	
	
	E-mail address
	

	Home telephone no.
	
	Mobile
	


2. Education attainments profile and chronology

The first section is concerned with recording and reflecting on your profile of academic achievements at secondary school and in further and higher education.

Secondary School education: schools attended –

	Name of School (s) 
	Dates from  (month, year)
	To 

(month year)
	Length of attendance

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


GCE Advanced level (or equivalent)

	Subjects
	Grade
	Date of award
	Examination body 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Other school level qualifications (or equivalent e.g. Baccalaureate)

	Subjects
	Grade
	Date of award
	Examination body

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Post-compulsory education (higher and further education or equivalent including degrees, diplomas, certificates e.g. BSc in Physiotherapy)

	Name of Institution 
	Dates from  

(month year)
	To 

(month year)
	Length of attendance

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Details of awards gained:

	Subjects studied
	Title of award
	Date of award
	Class of award
	Examination body

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Details of dissertations or projects undertaken as part of an award bearing course (e.g. BSc, Postgraduate Diploma, MSc) 

	Title of award
	Type of investigation 
	Title and brief summary of outcome
	Grade

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Publications (books and research papers)

	Title of article/book
	Year of publication/

volume, pages
	Journal title
	Publisher

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Details of non-award bearing courses attended (E.g. 2 day clinical skill development)

	Title of course
	Organiser of course
	Length of course
	Date(s) of course

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Details of award bearing course(s) or study being undertaken or yet to be completed)

	Subjects
	Title of award
	Anticipated date of completion
	Examination body

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Briefly state how you believe your current academic profile and professional qualifications listed above provide you with a suitable foundation with which to undertake and successfully complete the LSO BOst/MOst pathway:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you consider it likely that you would benefit from some pre-entry preparation before entering the accelerated pathway? If so, what form could this take?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Professional & occupational profile and chronology.

Details of your current or most recent previous employment or self-employment:

	Name and address of employer 


	Main activities of employer
	Your job title and role in the organisation


	Date commenced


What aspects of your current or most recent employment do you consider to be relevant to your wish to become an osteopathic practitioner?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are you likely to remain with this employer throughout the course? If so, how flexible do you think they will be in helping you to comply with the clinic attendance requirements as the course progresses? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Details of your previous employment or self-employment  (in chronological order-most recent first):

	Name and address of employer
	Main activities of employer
	Your job title and role in the organisation


	Date commenced 


	Date 

completed


Details of periods of time when you were not employed or self employed (e.g. travel experiences, caring for relatives, voluntary work etc)

	Activity


	Date commenced
	Date completed


Looking back at your employment and activity history, briefly state how you believe these experiences may help you to become an effective part time student of osteopathy.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Life achievements

Identify four key achievements in your life so far and briefly state how these shaped your subsequent experiences. (Please include two from your clinical and two from your general life experiences).

	Experience 1. (clinical)

Nature of life experience:

What it did for you subsequently:



	Experience 2. (clinical)

Nature of life experience:

What it did for you subsequently:



	Experience 3. (general life)

Nature of life experience:

What it did for you subsequently:



	Experience 4. (general life)

Nature of life experience:

What it did for you subsequently:




5. Becoming interested in osteopathy as a future career or profession

Briefly state why you are seriously considering becoming a member of the osteopathic profession.  Explain how you have come to this decision including information about any visit you may have made to an osteopath as an observer or as a patient. (The name and address of the practitioner concerned is not required).

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. Obligations and commitments

Please indicate how you intend to meet the fees throughout the three years of the accelerated pathway. 

	Source
	Mainly  (specify year of course)
	Partly  (specify year of course)
	Not at all

(specify year of course)

	Earnings from current employer
	
	
	

	Earnings from various employers (please specify)


	
	
	

	Current savings
	
	
	

	Future savings
	
	
	

	Personal loan
	
	
	

	Parental support
	
	
	

	Partner support
	
	
	

	Redundancy monies
	
	
	

	Other (please specify)


	
	
	


7. Health and special needs

	Health problem
	Date started
	Professional help received (If any)
	Current and future situation especially regarding the learning and practice of osteopathy

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please outline above on separate sheet if needed, and attach to your form

8. References

	Academic reference
	Character reference

	Name:
	Name:

	Address:


	Address:

	Tel no:
	Tel no:

	In what capacity known to you as an applicant:


	In what capacity known to you as an applicant:


9. Professional disclosures

The profession of osteopathy in the UK is regulated by the General Osteopathic Council (GOsC) whose duty it is to protect the well being of patients. You will be required to submit a police disclosure check regarding any criminal convictions you may have before formal entry into the course.

10. Statement to support your application to enter the LSO accelerated pathway for the year beginning October 200…  :   (Please indicate your preferred year of entry to course)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………

11. Declaration

I declare that the information I have given in support of my application to the LSO is true, complete and accurate.

Signed:……………………………………………………….Date:………………………….

Guidance Notes (Accelerated pathway)

A computer version of the form may be obtained at www.lso.ac.uk. Please contact the Registrar by telephone or e-mail if you require further guidance and advice about completing the form. 

Please retain a copy of your completed form and bring it with you to your interview. 

Introduction

This application form is intended to provide you with a framework within which to review your academic and life attainments along with your professional and work experiences, and to consider how these together could prepare you for entry to the LSO BOst/MOst pathway. Members of the selection panel are interested to learn: 

· why you wish to study osteopathy at this stage in your life

· how you believe you can cope with the intensity of the course

· how your achievements and experiences support this aspiration.

The content of your application form will be confidential but will be used as the basis of the selection interview. It is essential for you to provide as much information as possible and to include photocopies of your award certificates. The LSO may wish to verify your claims by having access to original certificates if necessary.

Section 2:  Education attainments profile and chronology
The validated award granted on successful completion of the LSO course is a science degree at honours level. The usual entry requirements are two GCE subjects at Advanced level or equivalent, ideally one being in science e.g. biology and/or chemistry. However, osteopathy is considered to be a blend of arts and science and this means that individuals have successfully completed the course having entered with a range of subjects at school and post-compulsory level often linked to relevant professional experience e.g. in massage or sports science. 

The LSO course traditionally attracts mature individuals with considerable professional and life experience frequently contemplating a major life change or transition often by changing professions. This means that the selection panel is concerned to ensure that applicants entering the accelerated pathway have a good chance of surviving the intensity of the course from both academic and personal perspectives. 

Entry to the accelerated pathway will be determined by the outcome of the interview and of a claim for ‘advanced standing’ status. This status will be granted to an individual applicant following the satisfactory compilation and submission of a comprehensive Assessment of Prior and Experiential Learning (AP(E)L) portfolio. Applicants will be required to attend and participate in a one-day workshop to assist them with the generation of the portfolio and their general claim. 

We are keen to gain insight to your professional interests and means of continuing professional development since qualifying.  This includes your research interests (possibly anticipated in your undergraduate dissertation) as well as publications and professional update courses attended.

Section 3: Professional & occupational profile and chronology

Experience in the world of work is a significant contributing factor in becoming and sustaining life as an osteopathic practitioner. As with other professions such as physiotherapy, an osteopath has to interact with patients from all socio-economic groups of society and the nature of a patient’s occupation is often a key aspect of the presenting problem and how best to resolve it. 

Successful employment or self-employment usually indicates the ability to communicate, manage time, plan and work effectively as a member of team. Such skills and experiences are relevant in being able to cope with the course and to get the most out of it. It would be helpful for you to disclose any specialist skills e.g. musculoskeletal care in physiotherapy as well as documenting associated employment details such as management responsibilities. 

With regards to work flexibility, you may wish to consider that for accelerated pathway students, the hours range from 300 to 600 hours depending on the nature and intensity of employment in clinical practice elsewhere. 

Section 4: Life achievements

Intending students are stimulated in various ways and for different reasons to enter the profession of osteopathy. Some experience osteopathy as a patient and just ‘know’ that they want to do it whilst others already have a qualification and experience in a relevant health care profession such as physiotherapy. In this instance it is often a case of using the LSO accelerated pathway as a means of elaborating and extending existing skills and knowledge within an exciting new paradigm of health care.  

It is very challenging to learn a ‘new’ professional value system whilst continuing to work within the ‘old’ or current mode of professional working. We are interested in gaining insight into how you have dealt with similar challenges in the past by asking you to reflect on how you dealt with previous significant life events and managed to turn them into achievements. We suggest that you consider two from a clinical context and two from a general life perspective. We anticipate that the clinical examples will take the form of some aspects of your professional ‘reflective practice’.

Section 6: Obligations and commitments

The LSO is a small but significant provider of professional education in osteopathy accredited by the General Osteopathic Council (GOsC) and delivers a course validated by Anglia Ruskin University. It is independent is reliant on income derived from student and patient fees. This means that students will be expected to fulfil their financial obligations by paying their fees promptly and completely. 

Many students pay by a mixture of methods including savings, personal loans, parent support, contributions from employer, redundancy monies etc. Career development loans may be obtained from government sources for year four and five.

Section 7: 

The accelerated pathway is demanding physically, psychologically and emotionally and the LSO is keen to provide as much support as possible to ensure that you realise your full potential once on the course. It is essential that you disclose at this stage any impediments such as disabilities or medical conditions that may hinder your progress e.g. dyslexia, visual or auditory impairment, back problems, depression etc. The list is not exhaustive. This is to help the LSO to be inclusive rather than exclusive in our selection procedures.

Section 8: 

We need to receive written support of your application to enter the LSO course from two sources. 

The academic referee should be the Registrar, Course Leader, or senior tutor of a course you have attended. If this is not possible then give the name of your employer or line manager.

The character referee should be an independent professional individual not related to you or in a relationship with you.

Please return your completed form, along with photocopies of relevant certificates supporting sections 2 of your form.  Forms must be sent to:

The Registrar 

London School of Osteopathy

56-60 Nelson Street 

London E1 2DE
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